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ABSTRACT : 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To realize an inexpensive auction device 
where number 

of switch terminals and their installation positions are freely- 
changed . 

SOLUTION: A switch terminal 10 (lOa-lOn) is provided with a random 
signal 

timing generating circuit 21, and when an auction switch 11 is 
closed, a frame 

including an identification number(ID), an address locating an 
auction display 

device 60 and an error check bit is sent for a plurality of numbers 
at a random 

interval by optical signals 25(25a-25n). The auction display device 
60 that 
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receives the signals at a light receiving section 61 identifies a 
broker 

getting an article at the auction from a frame received first and 
displays it 

together with various information required for the auction. In the 
case that 

the optical frames are received simultaneously from a plurality of 
the switch 

terminals, a frame reached first among frames transmitted as optical 
signals 

repetitively is discriminated to be a broker getting an article for 
the 

auction . The inexpensive and highly reliable device without radio 
wave 

disturbance is realized. 
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